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The gods that exist are born of The idea which man calls “ god " 
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Veda. man himself. — Bulwer-L ytton. 


We do not resemble him, he resembles us. — /bid. 
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PROEM 


' Tuere is but one form of human enslavement more 
villainous and more detestable than the-chains of the 
tyrant or the shackles of the despot, and that is the 
enslavement of the human mind under ecelesiastical tyr- 
anny, whose cowering and crouching vietims at the 
erack of the priestly lash are driven from the cultiva- 
tion of their own intelligence, from the custody of their 
own thoughts, from the guardianship of their own sotils, 
and who, like whipt dogs, trembling and whining m 

abject submission at the feet of the oppressor, lick the 

very hand that wields the lash. Pm well aware what 

a thankless task it is to attack the established order of 
a things, theological, political or ethical, for in my long 
— life I have often heard raised the old cry in different 
form: Great is Diana of the Ephesians! but I make 
no excuse or apology for my little book. 

If it shall turn a single man or woman away from 
the old path of Superstition, for so many centuries 
beaten hard and smooth by the tread of millions of poor 
tired human feet pressing forward in the dust of out- 
worn ecclesiastical * props ” that line the way in search 
of something they never can find, I will be satisfied. 


x Ho owe this dear country something for my enjoyment 
all these vears of the priceless privilege of liberty and 
the adest of happiness, and this be my gift to my 
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intrymens for I set no copyright upon it; ji 
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and if the clerics, tl elong, 
lec ology, 


anybot ly 


col 
who can use it. 
can’t bless it — 


to : 
sacerdotes» et id omne genus, 
let them use 1t as a 


ardly expect; 


torpid liver and heartily curse it. 
I have only one favor to ask of any 1 
Ma 
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k it up, and that ıs: a it Re , 
defor. 


should hi 


who may pic 


you pass judgment upon it. 
Im entitled to that much consideration any 

€ way. I 
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had the time to read the petitions t 
> trem- 


monarchs only 
blingly handed up to them, there would be more ; 
| e Justi 
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done in the world. 
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] wave often pictured to myself the last priest of 
imperial Rome, standing in an attitude of superb dig- 
nity by the side of his altar and saying to his Christian 

= successor, who'had entered the Roman temple with some 
fear and trembling — even though a squad of converted 
soldiers was at his heels, to take possession of the prem- 
jses: Moriturus, te 'saluto! and then adding with a long 
and deep-drawn sigh: ‘And yet, O Christian brother. 

+ will be but a change in form and not in substance, for 

all religions are the same, being the offspring of man’s 
brain, they cannot differ greatly. The people must 
have their lares and penates in their homes and their 
statues and images in the temples, they must have at 
the hand of the priest their signs, wonders, miracles 
just as they. look for their panem et circenses at the 
ds of the pol itical leaders: or. else thou wilt lose 
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— up by the blinding ae ps lightning, 
he robs some blasphemer of his sight forever? It; 
often been tried, but the world comes ever back lox: 
for our recipe. 

Be kind to the beloved messengers of our gods, (y ve. 
pian servitors, the dainty Iris, the exquisite Psyche. th 
sweet boy Eros, the wingéd Mercury, guide and die. 
fort of departed souls, thou wilt need them all, for even 
gods must be served. Turn not from our sacred Vesta] 
Virgins, keepers of the altar fires. They are greatly 
beloved of the people. Even the rude soldiers bend and 
kiss their shadows as they pass. 

“ We do! we do!" muttered the warriors of the 
and then suddenly remembering their new faith, a 
scarlet shone through the dark visages tanned by Af- 
rıc’s sun. “ Brother,” continued the priest, * thou wilt 
need a Queen of Heaven. I cannot too highly recom- 
mend our superb Juno, guardian of the marriage tie. 
It is to her we owe our matchless Roman mothers. 
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brother, I commend to thy , š š 

finally» and priestly vest 'Y adoption these 

fy] altars 2% Y vestments. 6 noble 

pea ministrations of which our Impe 

` ros, our Supreme Pontiff, is so ju 
mp* ¿ble to increase its beaut 

| aT oie hat tl IA Magnificence, 

w 7 brother, what the world summons us to sur 

Ta š 


s jl. Once agai Ty: ; 
dus and farewell gain I cry: Moriturus, te 
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show ! 
rial Master the 


Stly proud. It 


and first and second fingers extended, his superb seal 
"T bearing a Jove's head upon it glistening in the 
dim light. The crowd of ministrants followed him forth 
in dead silence. 

When they had disappeared, the Christian priest 
made a sign to the soldiers to fall back, and taking out 
from under his gown a small silver vessel containing 
water and an aspersorium, he besprinkled the top and 
sides. of the altar, muttering prayers the while, and then 
vith many wavings of the hand, which the soldiers 
nidied half shamefacedly, he sank upon his knees, the 
blood-stains of the last sacrifice scarcely dry upon the 
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extract of the Miraculous, and vary Stren oth ; ; 
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mixture to suit powers ot resistance of locality. th, oth 
š j r ac s 1: N ` `: ‚pY e 
This is the recipe that has been in use from th eo 
Las > - : i * š 2 : Ye 1 
besinning of time and it may be justly te med a Shi A e 
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When Jove was first set up in business as a deus de 
š S ` ` 1 
that is, as the absorber of many smaller gods, he T \ 
c Da che 
ether arsh a remedy for t] | | 
to be altogether too hars 1e People, $ an 
whom it was administered. Prometheus undertook N | cet 
e + ' 
' RE s ras Severe ctr 3 "hy 
task of reforming him. 1t was a severe struggle, hs ib 
Prometheus succeeded admirably and eventually Made | of 
> i ‘ ] 
Jove one of the grandest, noblest and honestest go, a 
r d il 
that the world has ever seen. ‘The same thing hap- k 
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pened with Jahveh, the Jewish god. Before the Chris. 
tians could accept him, he had to be completely made 
over, severely disciplined, stript of many of his old hab- 
its and put under bonds as to his future behavior. The, 
he was rechristened Jehovah. | 

* Allah likewise, as first designed by Mahomet was not 
at all acceptable to the Arabians. The god-maker was 
given very plainly to understand that radical changes 
must be made in the character, attributes and preten- 
sions of Allah in order to make him acceptable to the 
people. This was done, and to-day a hundred million 
human beings answer to his call for prayers. 
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r old gods have gone into cternal night, gods who 

once contemporary with him, and even more power- 
> " " 

d active than he was. For instance, we may ask: 


Where are the gods of old, the gods of mghty Egypt. 


othe 


Osiris, Apis, Orus and their crew, 


under whose reign the arts and sciences achieved such 
c as even now to astound the world? Where is 
ipis-headed Thoth, jackal-headed Anubis, the “ lackey ” 
of the gods of his day as Mercury was of his? Where 
are these old, old gods, from whom Moses pilfered his 
knowledge of mystical lore? All dissolved into finer 
and more impalpable dust than the kings, commons and 
slaves who worshipped you. 
} O ye gods, ye gods, whether ye sit on great white 
thrones resting on no more substantial foundation than 
a summer cloud, or whether ye reign in the Tartarean 
vaults of dusky Hades, ye. must some day, some day, go 
down to your twilight and to your eternal night! 
And I may ask too: Where is Jove; magnificent Jove, 


dh at | d signe gentleman ” under whose superb reign the 
world : atte ain ined te 2 ) its dizziest. heights of art, literature, 
philosophy and mathem: ati cal science? 0 thou glorious 

| ingenuity. TOU “< awful Jove, 
from | no vain or shallow 
day the very mould. and 
bein ms and 
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were once contemporary with him, and even more power- 
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Osiris, Apis, Orus and their crew, 


under whose reign the arts and sciences achieved such 
results as even now to astound the world? W here 15 
ibis-headed Thoth, jackal-headed Anubis, the * lackey ` 
of the gods of his day as Mercury was of his? Where 
are these old, old gods, from whom Moses pilfered his 
knowledge of mystical lore? All dissolved into finer 
and more impalpable dust than the kings, commons and 
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a summer cloud, or whether ye reign in the Tartarean 
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BEN I may ask too: Where ıs Jove, magnificent Jove, 
E ge ios. ” under whose superb reign the 
b. | 1 to i ziest heights of art, literature, 
d E em atical science? -O thou glorious 
a genuity, thou ‘ * awful Jove, 
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‘stance. Look at our sister Republic of F 

tual o iteltienik ” has existed within her limit 
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The 


ond century of the common era. 
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rance! 
s from 


In the due 
f time, it spread to every nook and corner of 
course 0 


rmeated every stratum of life from the high- 
the land, 5 west, no crack or crevice escaped it. It 
est to coe a ie in the home, in the castle, in the 
stood 1n T 6 we and closed his eyes on the crucifix. 
alace. i " Bina. told off its beads. Cowltd monks 
Childhood's scd nuns and sisters were here, there and 
and dark-gar a priest made choice of school books; 
Ene tered human mouths without the sign of the 
(cocina wretch listened to his sentence of 
e 3 ie unsubstantiated accusation, beneath the 
7 Er š bleeding Prince of Peace nailed to his 
shadow of the sess rembled at the anathema oí 
jum Kings and princes trem N the eternal 
FR From eradle to grave, the LR nd con- 
cm die in power, the guardian of thoughts a 
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its gilded niche and human reason has “very GT, 
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In the name of common sense, Why did man ese 

up these shadowy tyrants to sense; worry and - E 

him? ‘The answer is a very simple one: If yo“ 

even an intelligent dog in the moonlight, he = 

at it; if you shut a child in a dark room, he will tai 
and send forth a ery of terror; if you place a 2 
in a position to look upon any great convulsion Am 
ture’s forces, he will shiver and cower in abjeet a 
dog, child and savage, all three, stand upon about y, 
same plane of evolution. The dog runs to his 

the child to its parent, the savage to its idol of bak 
mud — for protection, the dog with its caress, the dag 
with its kiss of thankfulness, the savage with his gift 
of food to appease the evil spirit. 

In other words, the first god that man set up was a 
attempt to appease the wrath of nature. The progre- 
sion was easy. In a higher grade of mental development 
when the primitive man moved his habitation hither and 
thither he came into contact with more varied forms of 
Nature’s apparent unfriendliness to him. The earth 
quaked beneath his feet, the avalanche slipt with thun- 
derous roar down the mountain side, the skies emptied 
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dew tO ako advantage of the situntion, Ho encouraged 
ie oe vf fond to the idol OF baked mud, for man 
x quick to ahili a burden OF toil upon hin fellow man, 
wat latens when! 10 ment sacrifice Cine into vogue, the 
" nadtieine man found bis larder well stored, for surely 
ao One should food ii the consecrated food, save him- 
elf In our day of more refined Superstition, the con- 
sxrated wine that is left over must be drunk by the 
ministrant. Now you are in a position to understand 
«hy the odor of the roasting flesh of lamb and kid was 
so pleasing to Jahveh, and why Goethe makes Mephisto 


assure Faust that the church hath power to digest any 


kind of offering. And mark well that, while primitive 


man's abject fear in the presence of Nature's convulsions 


was perfectly natural, yet the subtle and ever increas- 
ing encouragement of his Superstition by the “ medi- 
dne-man ” and his “ successors and assigns" was the 
first act of human tyranny that was destined to take 
on such vast strength and colossal proportions as to 
crowd the crowned and sceptred despot quite out of 
business. And now, even in this free land of ours, 
where Liberty sits enthroned in superb majesty and E 
rights of man are graven in large letters on brazen ta : 
lets, the rabbi, prelate, sacerdote, clergyman, E 
parson and their thousands of assistants, curates, : 
-— ims elders and presbyters stand ready 

+ to loosen their hold upon the 
on different words: ‚Great 1$ 
Diana of the Ephesians! Great is Diana „f the Ephe- 

ie Ephesians: 


sians! ED - Y 
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But after all, Jahveh is but a machine r 
wheeled out as occasion may demand, and 999 tim to h 
of a thousand to cover with his name and a EN 


with the additional prestige of some mem Ta esty "nq 
theocorp — such as Hamlet called upon: « PN ta 
ministers of grace!" — some act of human loss and 
some bit of hypocrisy, some impending intent is ne 
unethical act; e. g. to curse an enemy — m whic cho, 
one commonly sees not only Jahveh himself byt the] 
ing members of the theocorp dragged out ad ^e 
cover up a perjury about to be committed, T = 
wrongful act against a fellow man for whom thes, 
rant’s affection or friendship hath cooled, or aga. 
one whom he is about to deceive for some selfish pr = 
in which case he calls loudly upon Jahveh to teste a, 
the lawyers say the righteousness of his intentions, . 
Or, it may be the drawing of Jahveh’s name d 
play is for the purpose of sanctifying some very ad | 
forbidden by the god himself, such š as War, illa | 


bing or wronging a weaker foe. be 
| p ont t me ent: of ibe sacerdotes te o curse th he un- 
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rdotes, as the lo i : 
tly logi | rae “y do in their 
Bot daily ‘commendation of their god as « 
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» pledge him (of course for value 
| ae to be depended upon in 
pu > 


š gical, when the sace 


omnipo- 
received) as safe 


any emergency, wh 
Eo d not the poor Frenchmen have treated their je 


g the same WENY as the Af rican savages do theirs when 
he leaves them in the lurch ın a pitched battle against 
à neighboring tribe, to wit: tie ropes around the necks 
of their idols and drag them through the filth and mud 
and mire to punish them for not doing their duty and 
living up to representations made by the medicine men? 
Possibly the sacerdotes sometime in the near future mav 
be forced to say of the proclaimed attribute of omnip- 
otency as the proprietors of storage warehouses do of 
the words “ Absolutely fireproof,” that they are not to 
be taken as a guarantee but as being “ merely descrip- 
tive.” | 
* * * ES # * 
Alas, poor mortals, how ye did cudgel- your brains, 
in your attempts to make your gods worthy of the name. 
Homer, in the Iliad, makes the wounded Mars roar like 


al lots of land. Even Minerva i5 
scale that when she puts 
arge enough to fill the 
Js be wounded, but it 
E ed with 


Possessed of the idea that a god must be of gigantic 
uld. So we find that when Moses hid in the c 
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the rock and Jahveh walked by, he Cove 
e 


one hand, so that would make him about gite a | s 
tall. The statue of the Olympian J Ove by pet A E. 
of the wonders of the world, was thirty.g, in, A a p 
from its base. This seems to have been abi: ^ M am 
ard height of gods. As a god Jahveh Was ve, ° Stang her ! 
never to let Moses see his face. In the bug; Carey | iq E 
he only showed his back, and, as he walked Re Ë buy | put 
the cleft in the rock, Moses was directed to be is | the 
with a rear view. When the Greek gods mingjsa ` | tre 
mortals, they were often recognizable by the Word | id 
luminosity of their eyes. Telemachus, in his first ir 2 
view with Minerva, suspected at once that the strange » 
was a god, but he could not tell which one it was. Virg) | E 


had a notion that you could tell a goddess by her walk 
To give an idea of sublimity to Jahveh the Jews wer 
wont to make use of expressions well calculated to im- 
press the superstitious minds of the people, such as: 
He maketh the clouds his chariot; he walketh on thy 
wings of the wind; at his voice of thunder the very 
waters flow up the mountain sides; he looketh on the 
earth and it trembleth; he toucheth the hills and they 
smoke, and so on ad lib. 

Father Jove wraps the gigantic manes of Hercule 
in a cloud and bears him away from earth in a four- 
horse chariot. zi 

Jahveh, in translating Elijah, made use of a chariot 
by means of a whirlwind. Jove sent his eagle afti 
beautify] boy Ganymede, which snatched him onl 7 
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tt ifie ion OF ul to the stars, as : ; š 
E" a" Jove» had in view either the re proceed by 
hi jd who had suffered through the er en 
hi E of their affections, such as Psyche Ed > con- 
d. "m , whom Father Jove snatched RAS met 
ul i starry firmament as the Great an eres 
h e more particularly those he lifted to the ten m 
n B. reat benefactors of the human race, such sa P» 
d a the pure and lovely daughter of Themis, goddess 
1 í Justice and Law, counsellor of Jove himself. Astrea 
| ddess of innocence and purity, was removed from "s 


° aked world and placed by Jove among the stars as 
Virgo» The Virgin. Cadmus the inventor of letters and 
Hercules the slayer of monsters that oppress man were 
also lifted to the stars. This system of deification of 
mortals as practised by Jehovah, the reformed and 
stherealized Jahveh, under and by direction of his sacer- 
dotes, has been and is the mere encourager of Super- 
stition. Not services to mankind are here the moving 
cause, but the greater or less muscular callosity result- 
ing from long-continued prayer. One of these instances 
‘that Simon Stylites of the 5th century, who remained 
alive for twenty-six years on the top of a column ex- 
posed naked to the elements. ‘To describe the horrid 
depth of Superstition to which his worshippers sank in 
their baleful ignorance would defile any decent page. 
A lover of his kind can only emit a groan of despair. 
' has the hand of the new world been listless or idle 


in the art of zuring the Toltec and Aztec 
an 
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an of priests, was in existence > the time of , oa’ 
arrival of that monster of = Sortez, who w ES sgh 
fact at first taken to be the Ponce Messiah; no do; > j jot? 
from his white skin, for lacus and flamino E i rhe 
of a heart was not visible. The god Taotı was a P d 
head of this theocorp, with thirteen assistant gods Em 
two hundred inferior deities, under the command 3 du 
their frightful Mars, Huitzilopochtli, compared ,jlle 
whom the Greek god was a calf-eyed infant of tender. wor? 
ness. Even highly civilized peoples like their gods ter. gk? 
rible in threat and execution. But some wil] exclaim dre? 
for, with a strange incongruity in his nature, man, I 
though a liberty-loving creature, yet rather than dj the 
his own thinking and bear himself the cares of state, ent! 
clings to the very yoke that his oppressor lays upon his tio! 
neck — Why is it that there are so few cries of nescio are 
deos! or 
In addition to the reason above stated there are many of 
others: The sacerdotes have so corrupted human nature a 
that at the least show of indifference or contempt the wi 
priest balances anathema in his hand like Father Jove ol 
ready to cast a bolt, and the parson threatens eternal y 


damnation. Then again, man's ever present distrust 

of woman's virtue comes in. No matter to what horrid Pt 
depths of Superstition so-called religion may descend, ng 
he calmly adds: It is g | 
a shoe on their wheels in the steep 
another reason is that any and : 
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celestial beings form: 
for that most des 
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into hell, we are equally unable to brave 


thoughts or attain to any point of PAGE OF ou, i a 
reach of it. Nay, space itself and tima aie Fon n iP a 
or even the qualities of things; they ape P» not M n 
ner of thinking of things, the modes ay, NY ong " an 


. | "ond 
our consciousness, 


LUN 
lions y a 
We are not the masterpieces of a 
has formed us in his own image, 
a being we have formed in the Image of OU se 
do not resemble him; he resembles us, , em 

x 3 * ae the 


"prem bei jr 


but Our ideg " My 
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It will be urged that even Y 


belief in a god and that he erected a church a 
bearing the inscription: Deo erexit Voltaire. 
answer to this is that the time had not yet come to ery 
Nescio deos! Voltaire made a bold fight against Super. 
sition (L’infame), and he was satisfied with that. The 
Republic of France is reaping the good effects of that 
fight this very moment. Could he have known that 
Nature put the sea-shells on the tops of the Alps (and 
not the priests, as he charged), he could have died 
happy. | 
But Science was too young for that. A whole cm 
tury was to elapse before Nature was to be allowed to 
cry out: Take courage, O my children, "tis I, I who ~ 
have done it all! For millions and millions of yous 
have I been occupied with this work! From infinitesimal 
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| hdr puppels of kid and sawdust, when they discover 
B I, Mother Nature, can lay children of flesh and 
Mood in their arms! ‘lear aside the veils of the « holies 
» holies " ! They are but the cabinets of the Werden 
g spiritualists ! 
r * * * * * 
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x In the difficult art of setting up a new god, Mahomet 
the Arabian is undoubtedly facile princeps, for the dif- 
-ficulties he had to contend with were appalling. So far 
- as sacred things, so called, went, it was in his land a 
period of utter indifference. Comic poets amused them- 
selves launching satirical verses, often of an obscene 
nature, at the supernatural beings then in vogue. But 
in Homer’s day the poets were not above this sort of 
business, as witness the amours of Mars and Venus as 
sung by Demodocus in the Odyssey, deemed by so many 
critics as utterly unworthy of the great bard. 
Had the sentimental founder of the Christian mythus 
seen in Mahomet’s place, there would be no Christianity 
dav. However, in one respect they resembled each 
for they L oth realized that setting up a new god 
ra its scheme. Some one must put 
B oie to pay the expenses of the ex- 
BE v any well-to-do women minis- 
heir substance. Mahomet took a 
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the scheme of a new god over in his mind for fifi 
This is nothing. From the age of ty 4. n 
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Naturally the people of Arabia didn’t take ^. 
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new religion. They were in many senses a learned Bed: 

ple, good astronomers, good alchemists, good mathe. | 
maticians. But Mahomet was a fighter, and he force, 

it down their throats at the point of the sword. After 

his victory, his solemn pilgrimage to Mecca was a mas- 
terstroke. Allah was seated on his shadowy throne, and 
to-day counts his followers by the millions. In forming 

his theocorp, too, Mahomet displayed the highest order 

of theotectic talent. In a land where it only rains every 8 
year or so, with vast stretches of parched sandy deserts, | 
what more delightful than a promise that in the next 
world there should be fountains and green trees galore? 
and further, in a land much given to concupiscence and 
lechery, what more entrancing outlook than a heaven J 
peopled with a race of women celestially beautiful, ever — 
young, wholesome, tender and loving, with eyes soft, 4 
lustrous and deeply dark, awaiting the arrival of the ` 
faithful? F 
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Han Manufacturing Company for the 
souls if possible at a rate commensurate with the pro- 
duction on earth of bodies to receive them. These are 


no. homuncult according to the recipe of Celsus, but the 
real thing; such, no doubt, as were in the olden time 
manufactured in the heavenly workshops of Jahveh him- 
self. Later Jesus is to share his power with these 
“saints,” and there ‘to be a temporal kingdom estab- 
lished somewhere here on earth. The very latest excur- 
sion of the human imagination into the bright fields of 
Theotectics has resulted in the establishment of a very 
urishing system of hagiopathy, commonly known as 


manufacture of 


Ë ristian Science, which is compacted one halfpenny 
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cured by '* shock," “ suggestion ” or Prayer ace 

j ‘implicit faith in the so-called heal, MPa 
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Naturally the founder or founders of this f 
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Love we know and we can 


yet with the courage of ignorance 
is love. 

Now, love being a phase of consciousness 
absolutely real thing, all else being mere post 
better said, a state of sympathetic atty 
two conseiousnesses, to apply to it th 


almost say amo, ergo sum. 
It is profitable to us even from a selfish stan 


but god — outside of the lord’s prayer so called, has 
never been known to give a crust to a beggar or a 
spoonful of milk to a kitten, not that many, very many 


spoonfuls of milk have not been given to kittens in god's 
name. 


dpoint ; 


Poor, simple-minded, unsuspecting goodman of the 
house of humanity, he never suspects the trick that is 


everlastingly being played upon him by the sacerdote. 
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Eddy or ene of her priestesses might dismiss A suffer- 
ing suppliant een a eye Science and Health, 
with directions to “ read it. 


It is not at all to be supposed, that Jesus gave him- 
self up with any particular zu action to the practice 
of healing sick people; but it is one of the few ways 
. which a god can give, to the minds of the common 
- E who are always the first to interest themselves 
b ne divinity, assurance of his godhead. 
de -willy he must play the physician, and that, too, 
i uà t hire, for the common people are always frugal 
E ie for mere advice. But these cures soon become 
E ul asset in the possession of any god $i en 
a d who is determined to leave a record behint him, 
Ee fit. When the doubters from 
| esame iz him, he simply said 
- the opposition camp began DT hat you have seen and 
to them: You go and tell J ohn what } 


; walk 
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Are ye, children of humanity, to be forex s ad 
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; : , 3 "hz. Zr Mg 
you will pay for it, or with a curse if you tur a : at 
; a x Sg : deiude. | 
from their altars in contempt? I cannot think zer py, M 
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day must be near at hand when you shall rise ja — ag 
wrath and drive out Superstition from Your templos he 


as you have driven out tyranny and despotien and 
human slavery from your fair land, whose bine areh 
spangled with the stars of Liberty was never mtende 
by your fathers to cover any other than a free und 
enlightened people, in whose minds and hearts degrad- 
ing ignorance or baleful Superstition should never &nd 
a lodgment. 
* * * * = s 


In all god-systems, from the very earliest stages of | 
their evolution, there is a strongly marked tendency to 
construct a theocorp 
ticable, for surely it 
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x 3 write Genesis than upon driving Adam an = 
» ji Eden gaben, long before he acquired them n n" 
i E place à cherubim at the east of the Yao 
i arrange 2 E sword, apparently a revolving = 
he All this 15 seemng*y an c*aBBerated precaution to take 
li inst poor Adam; but it must be borne in mind that 
ls he was between thirty-five and forty feet in En 
š But the “ seraphim,” another form of winged crea- 
ch ture, Were hexapterous. With one pair he — for there 
ad were never any creatures of the female sex allowed in 
i the Jewish theocorp — sys i his face, with the second 
d pair he covered his feet and with the third he performed 
ad aviation. : 


Later the Jewish theocorp was enriched with a simpler 

form of winged beings denominated in the Septuagint 

f aggeloi, messengers. Father Jove had had his mes- 
lo sengers (Dios aggeloi), and the Greek translators ap- 
propriated the term, just as they took hundreds of 
others which afterwards became famous, e.g» ecclesi- 
“astic, baptize, Christ, episcopal, dogma, oa ee 
byter, ete. Unlike many of the winged te pa 
he: dh mpian theocorp, such as the rosy gn filmy 
ha his baby wings, the exquisite er pinions, 
‘ans, the dainty Iris with her rainbow- | Él 
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But now that the children of Superstition are obli a Gr 
to find a higher location than the banks of mist a " the 
or so above the earth's surface, it would naturally de n 
ridiculous to expect angels to come as often as former] a 
their visits being now “short and far between,” Es sh 
likely to cease altogether as education and enlighten- It 
ment destroy the poisonous miasmata that have drifted 
over our land from the Mediterranean stew-pan of s0 


ignorance and Superstition. 
As has been the case in all celestial regions so called, 


inhabited by whole gods, half gods, angels winged and i 
unwinged, and monsters compacted of half human, bull x 
beast, or whole beasts such as John the seer describes, 
having seven heads and ten horns, with a tail strong 
enough to knock one-third of the stars out of their 
settings and tumble them down * d T T Wo hellions preak 
out. John, who appears to be well p 
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eS Every one that has new-acquired power is stern. 
Es the Christians sought to destroy the gods of 
oF taking over the Jewish mythology en bloc, 
Gree! roceeded to make some very considerable changes 
a Es mponent parts of the theocorp. 'The cherubim 
E. seraphim did not appeal to them. 
ha pairs of wings was not very lovely to look upon. 
Jt had too much the appearance of a gigantie insect. 
The first radical change in the theocorp was to do 
something that very naturally would prove to be posi- 
tively abhorrent to the Jewish monotheistic idea, to wit, 
jot only admitting the son and a mysterious being vis- 
ible only to human eyes in the shape of a white dove 
ito the theocorp, but introducing a woman (th 
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nother) as Queen of Heaven, and filling the sacred 
precincts with swarms of female angels. Of course, as 
_titimated by Jesus, there was not as in Olympian myth- 
logy any cohabitation between the male and female 
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vods. that man set up were only satisfied when their 
altars were wet with human blood, the warmer the More 
efficacious. To please the god of the Aztecs the victim 
was laid close to the altar so that his heart could Ë 
placed, still palpitating, thereupon. Siva, the third 
person of the Hindu trinity, exacted human sacrifices 
by crushing under wheels of juggernaut. Both Father 
Jove and Jahveh were not averse to human sacrifices. 
Both mythologies show that Jews and Greeks had well- 
defined notions of its efficacy. At the last moment 
Diana relented and saved the life of Iphigenia when the 
knife was at her fair throat. Jahveh, too, relented as 
Abraham had already piled the wood of the burnt offer- 
ing upon his son; but the glib manner in which he 
directed Abraham to take his only son, whom he loved, 
and offer him for a burnt offering. es for itsel! 
But in the case of Jephthal 
a god should do, and le - nostrils: inh: 
this virgin's blood, In fachedahvehes 
pleasure in these bloody deeds, for | 
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saccos and the fattost tidbits were set aside for Father 
] ve and Jahveh, and the Grecian and Roman augurs 
kod thel tongues into their cheeks as they pretended 
to Inspeot the entrails, while Jahveh’s priests stood 
by to see whether he would deign to accept the offering 
| by lazily kitking a bolt from his arsenal to signify his 
pleasure, 
N ow, now, there are no more left-over dainty bits for 
the priest ; but the latter feels that his very existence 
fies in the degree of fervor that he can excite in the 
joarts of the prostrate worshippers. And so the old 
world WARS on, the poor wretch of a Hindoo sweating 
tthe wheel of his praying machine, the Mussulman 
pre trating himself at the call of the muezzin, the mum- 
„and anxious Romanist shifting the wooden balls 


this ro ary with trembling fingers, and the calm and 
placid 1 Protostant half kneeling and with but partially 
word face telling his god what a “miserable sinner ” 
ii which he doesn’t believe himself, and begging 
mo s We his soul whatever he may do with the others. 
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tion with ignorance for the mother. 
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emoluments, that one wonders how self-respeeting i qiie in 
rational human beings can still be held down to these CT 


appeals to a deity. | 
Of course, we may expect anything from the human 


mind when it has been for centuries soaked, steeped, 
sodden in the stewpan of Superstition and debauched 
by promises of a certain and sure entry after death inia 
a pays de Cocagne. 

But in the name of enlightened humanity — as free 
from the oppressor's gyves as we are from the binding 
effect of hoary precedent — let us spread it upon the 
record that we do not belong to such a class of human. 
beings. 
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` 


ilt « Voas thig super 
result of these * prayers,” these appeals to this °T 
is EAE e but : ie 


human power ” for help? What could 1t 
tri dit . k I á FER. LL. 


SUPERSTITION 
oli Tun social and ethica] p 
xi . the other of. the dilemma "t | 
gott heirs do not help us after Mei eso o 
a jiea tins we are forced to do bs C ostrati 
apr themis flout them and Chastis 
use FLISE 


a savage logical in his undeye] 


Jogize for them. "To the det 


ws 


Ve ar t 


thing 


ur 
l hem 


o a 
8 out of Our own 


uman 

lft so failed us ae 

| and he so t: 3$» We would hold our knuckle 
gl Ales 


` y 1 cr hi ( e 1 
his nose anc y ium "*lving 4.3, 
Jig fraud > and 


a 

e ¿”and * impostor.” 

cl 
put what must we do now at the bidding of the sacer 

uo jn order to save the credit of this 


x | “< omnipotent 
| E^ who has so tricked us, led us on and then aban- 
x uds to the contumely of a world, only too ready 


E. lont over the misfortunes of a fellow creature? 
le jq we must take the entire blame upon ourselves — 
e how sacred our cause to us ÓN out that 
xo ni ishing us for our sins or the sins of our fathers, 


BEES S S nishep! 
anc we did not deserve his h p ] td 
Or, we must save his credit by bowing our heads a 

ER e sacerdote and murmur humbly and con- 
- E Z : . m 
sitely: His ways are past finding out; the wisdo 

Er e R "s . thou 
of this world is foolishness with god; th à 
1 vet will I trust him; whom he loveth, he € 

O it is not ın man 


š s work. 
ccording to hi5 Y g the utter 


oh he slay 
asteneth; 
to direct 


derest unto every man à 
There could not be a better 


SUPERSTITION 


34 that “effe minate uplifting of handen a! A 
futility of tist terms it, than in our Civil W. "a UA 
Greek proe was the South's, they Were fight: The Pa ab 
sentimen and we had ten to their one, If > US y jd 
their liber pression of Virgil's, lachrima rerum. °t the 5 


touching © 
most fitting APP 


of the Southland delt | | 
ir deep-drawn sigh 
terest tears, and their dee] Mis gathered y "n p^ 


l-glass windows of his 


lication it was here. "Phe fair ro A 
iged Jahveh’s altars with the í " 
Cir 


a mist upon the stainec ] roll; I temp] p^ 
S ` and rolling « š 

shutting out the sunshine own mw drops š of p? 
ious enough to move a Moloe} i 

cation, grac ch, Th jan 


1 hi 
ae as well have addressed them to the mud idol q aa 


an African savage. Poor sweet souls, they didnt id 
and probably don't know now that gods follow anq Nevis 
lead; and that they can’t help liberty when the bya 
has the cannon of the longest range. 

O my countrymen, why not be honest? If ye could 
but once free your souls from the grievous burden of 
these Superstitions, ye would stand up refreshed and 
strengthened like men who have shed the blight of some 
bad disorder and again walk forth in the health and 
sweetness of purged bodies and clear skins. - 

Would not it be a thousand times better to addres 
your prayers to those who can hear them and be moved 
by them, to those we love, to those whom we honor and 
respect, to those who can lift us up and strengthen ws 
with their thoughts and. de to those who ‘an 
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ald the gods have been unceasingly occupied, under the 
of direction of the sacerdotes, either in comforting or 
ad Í destroying their worshippers, destroying them by fire, 
me $ flood, pestilence, famine and the play of thunderbolts: 
or comforting them by an almost perpetual show of 
petty miracles the daily walks of life. Man paid for 
them, and the sacerdotes were forced to keep up the 
ipply. All religions being € made on earth,” you may 
' silly and ridiculous most of these miracles 

Bothe Jewish mythology: In fact, 1 

, Jahveh was rarely so grand and pic 
B Jove, that is, with very f°" ees 
ing Joshua's ordering the sun to we ` 
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the sun. 
Dividing the wa 
dry path for the Jews to cross over to the opposite hé 


would have been rather a taking miracle had it not 
followed by one of the vilest and shabbiest tricks, vins 
allowing the Egy ptians to get half-way across and tha 
turning the waters back upon them. A god should 
always bear in mind that he is expected to be above 7 
human weakness and human passions. 
In this respect Jahveh falls far below Father Jove. — 

As he says himself he is a “ jealous god,” and he might 
have added, cruel, revengeful and bloody-minded; in: 
fact, a tribal god in every sense of the word, ever ready 
to play some trick or stratagem upon the enemies of 
the twelve tribes under his special guidance, and quite i 
satisfied to hang in the form of a cloud over the tent E 
containing such mystic paraphernalia as nomadic tribes: E 
could conjure up. Let us ii hope that the day ds ge 
not far distant when some > ma ster mind will, b y ini 
lightning of his intelle T dissolve all “ clo üdg? " of $ 
perstition that hang ov ust as 
Roman general entere 
and lifted the veil to s 
nothing behind it, Jal 
derbolt left to hui 
E for a mere e 
n the man c 
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of holies, set up by the sacerdote to | BY 
mind in servitude. The Jewish myt old the human 


asses the Grecian and Roman in uM often siir- 
might welll stagger our red rau of cruelty that 
hears destroying forty-two dito a T the she 
mischief ; sending down fire upon his Ex a bit of mere 
[ complaint; slaughtering fifty E. us. for a trivial 
ten people for looking into the ark: send; reescore and 
terrible angels in the night to slay f © ding one of his 
ndred fourscor 
and five thousand Assyrians, so that when th e 
early in the morning, behold, they were all mesi Ld 
The three men delivered from the fiery furnace Er 
saved in the den of lions, Jonah kept safely three days 
and three nights In the belly of a great fish, and Balaam’s 
ass conversing in excellent Hebrew with his master, these 
are but a few of the many Munchausen tales that made 
the Jewish mythology the butt of ridicule in the days 
of Grecian and Roman supremacy in literature, art and 
refinement. And think, too, that a low-statured, mis- 
shapen, unlettered Jew, in the very shadow of the im- 
| uli rt, himself f resh from a 


1asterpieces of Greek a 
I o with the spirit of the crucified Jesus, 
to invent tales of 


lf ready at a moment’s notice ; 

= E eriences; should have had the audacity | to 

h " | ! | a at founders of the world’s present archi- 
Leuloture, philosophy and literary models in 
Rs 2... € eqperstitious | 
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beauty; fi agrance, poesy, ex 
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nderful wealth of BEES i: pla, 


+ eath music of nomenclature, in | A 
3 ei : surroundings, inexhaustible dd | * 
physical grace, mental diver and soulful exp, MEM, 
SUR —— Jight; airy; feathery, filmy, gossamer fancies of 
al weaving, 45 well as the solid, deep substratum 
wisdom and justice of the Greek mythology 1 
with the J ewish, would be like naming in the same breath 
the sweet, fragrant, delicious herbs of the garden a na | 
the s—kweed of the moor. And yet, this magnificent 
world of ours, in a moment of despair, having shed its ] 
ancient gods and standing naked of supernatural pro- 4 
tection (to its imagined shame), put off its majestic 
toga that had held the barbarous world in awe and ` 
donned a Jewish gaberdine, grimy with the grease and i 
f a thousand years of Superstition! O, wonder 
not, enlightened sons of Freedom, at this strange and | 
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yathos, WO 


mort 


of equity. 


O! a plague on all your gods! bi 
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a intellect, no merciless slaughter 
x ps? = contradict the foul Superstition a those who 
: S of this m 
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„no ı at the stake ee 

Y - that could not be fully ad 2 peine fortc 

è of Jahveh or his successor Jehovah, ron 

4 ft poisoned the Common Law and made wo 

h slave of her husband, who might coin or 1 a 

| into shillings for his selfish enjoyment, leave th pes 

x Sash upon her back | ; leave the marks 

| of his pon her back, provided he did not seriously 
injure her; thrust her head into the witches’ bridle or 

bind her to the ducking stool. "They brought these vil- 

E Jainous samples of Jewish law into our fair and free 


land, and it is less than fifty years ago that woman was 

| « far freed from the domination of her husband as 
| to be able to execute a contract, or upon being beaten 
| by him to cause his arrest as for an assault; and it 
is to the teachings of that misshapen little Jewish ener- 
 gumen Saul, that woman is to-day regarded as a moral 
and intellectual weakling, unfit to govern herself, prone 


to evil doing, not entitled to the custody of the very chik 
dren she bears, accorded as à criminal not a jury of her 
| And when peradventure, 


| f her o ressors. 
peers, but of her pP J; linked to a man who 


elf, under sacerdotal 
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"ho val his : dae | er Jove, and Allah. 
wlot dear to the Jews. | 
qhe one h: the Jewish heart is Bather 
7 , 


the 
rus, who put away a chaste wife to make room for her. 


It is a Very pretty story in the sequel; but the moral 
‘not fragrant, nor is it even sweetened by the blood 
of the seventy-five thousand foes slain by the Jews. 
But the fact of the matter is that under the rule of 
Jahveh the “ woman that was very beautiful to look 
upon ” seemed to possess a dynamic force of character 
very much akin to the courtesans of Athens, the demi- 
mondaines of Paris or the geishas of Japan. They 
pushed their offspring with a keen and remarkable 
energy, and these children of love were dear to their 
fathers, Look at David, fasting and lying all night 
upon the earth in prayer, refusing to rise or eat bread, 


while Uriah’s wife's first child by him was sick. 
Wh ome to the new regime under the trans- 
ak scarlet woman still in evi- 


formed Jahveh we de the a “sinner” who bathed 
dence, the woman t-flowing tears, and of whom 
Jesu ae | loved much," she was entitled to 
he saic Roa i A as she ' woman of Samaria and 


‘veness E 
great p" PUE « Neither do I condemn 
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ous in theotectics — the 
m fam ra w F other three being 
ovals his successor, Father Jove, and Alla) ü 
fe "s harlot de es 
Jer yarlot dear to the Jewis 
pre one Jewish heart is Esther 


„ho was soaked for EK months in the oil of myrrh and 

for SIX months in certain “ sweet odors” to fit her for 
‚he bed of that lecherous and unjust monster Aldia 
ais, who put away a chaste wife to make room for hed 
It is a very pretty story in the sequel; but the moral 
4 not fragrant, nor is it even sweetened by the blood 
of the seventy-five thousand foes slain by the Jews. 
But the fact of the matter is that under the rule of 
Jahveh the “ woman that was very beautiful to look 
upon ” seemed to possess a dynamic force of character 
very much akin to the courtesans of Athens, the demi- 
mondaines of Paris or the geishas of Japan. They 
pushed their offspring with a keen and remarkable 
energy, and these children of love were dear to their 
fathers. Look at David, fasting and lying all night 
upon the earth in prayer, refusing to rise or eat bread, 
while Uriah’s wife’s first child by him was sick. 


. When we come to the new regime under the trans- 
formed Jahveh we find the 


scarlet woman still in evi- 
dence, the woman who was a“ sinner ” who on 
Jesus? feat with her f ast-flowing ee and of A on 
AAA loved much, she was entitled to 
E . the woman of Samaria and 
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attitudes, sends no messages to John. She says. 
my laws and I will punish you. Cease and I u Teak 
you. Man could give no better proof of the + Al heq 
he himself is the power behind the celestia] throne i 
by the fact that he at times destroys his god by e 
too great a task upon him or by summoning his 1 
do a thing sure to injure the credit of his Priesthong 
Father Jove’s priests were very careful in this res 
they always made his oracles capable of a “yea” op 
“nay ” interpretation. It is the only safe way. 
Jehovah, the softened and etherealized J ahveh, was 
no sooner seated upon his throne than the sacerdotes 
while bidding him not to let loose fire or thunderbolts 
upon the earth, not to wipe out a great city through 
the agency of one or more of his angels of destruction, 
not to smite the scoffers with disease or pestilence, none ` 
of all these, but nevertheless committed the most woe- | 
ful error of calling upon him to descend to earth him- — 
self, in any form he might choose to assume, and 
through the agency of a daughter of Eve to incarnate 
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lave given if a moment's serio IS ht. 
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pon earth, in a form so poetic, so mysterious, so allur 
; " 


to e C Fa that the incarnation might 
have been rather suspected than asserted, might hav 
‚been an “it is di ” or an * it is claimed” or a “ i 
; m ight almost say.” But no, he came from his throne- 
- oom in the clouds as a tall, handsome, so to speak, god- 
Jike figure, one of the most dazzling and imposing 
members of the theocorp, not bearded, true, but male, 
| mac culine, muscular, manly, he gradually clothed him- 
"in visibility, and his raiment assumed the glow of 
ph phosphorescent light as twilight falls; he stood in the 
presence of a dark-eyed and full-tressed maiden es- 
-poused to a just man — 5 AE 


A 


* * * * * * * * * 


ES I continued, it were needful that my pen be dipt 
n ink of erimson hue that the glow of shame should 
rec dden sihis page, for here was an act that smote the 
hite anc uo cheek of female Chastity a stinging 
hich still ee in the ears of self-respecting 
was a deed that spat upon the 
AR Ea and outraged human reason and 
rn,— a deed that set the horns of 

: po e man’s brow; and as Gabriel 

4: ding wings there came rippling 
. Olympus the ribald 
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; » Forum and the people wa. 


ee kissing their shadows as they Passed, col 
de et boy Ganymede, ms ee “yes and "di 
fingers, Was washing the pa a of the gods in Wate 
isst spouted from the rock at the stroke of Perie 
hoofs, and the Graces had begun to dance before the 
king of gods and men. The deed was done, and there 
amid the dark foliage of the tree of Superstitio, 
grafted upon Ignorance, hung the largest and fairest 
fruit it had ever borne, red and ripe to rottenness, and 
Mankind reached up and plucked and ate till the qualms 
of saticty checked them, and, as they ate, they spat 
the seeds out upon the rich black soil beneath their feet. 
* * * * * * 

If the Jewish mythology were but illumed with the 
rush light of common morality, it might, in spite of 
its filth and obscenity, enjoy to a greater degree the 
respect of human reason, but almost from cover to 
cover, with here and there an exception, it is fairly 
encrusted with theft, fraud, deceit and chieanery, and 
Jahveh 1s himself the chiefest sinner of them all. Could 
any more cowardly and dishonest act be conceived of | 
than the manner in which he caused the walls of Jericho 
to tumble down flat, and then instructed his people to | 
walk in and destroy man and woman, young and old, 
but to take good care to put all the silver and gold in a 
the treasury of the h ouse of tl ne Ta Tè ? Now it may 
be seen where the world learned - 
when the kings of the. 


Jahveh said unto J obudi eat them not, ane 
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Stones from heaven, and 
n the children of Israel 


ceeded to cast down Sreat 
red more of the enemy tha 
Jew with the sword. 

"Can a god eultivate bravery among his people by 
telling them not to fear outside nations, that en 
so arranged things that one of his men ‘shall chase i 
thousand? Can a god improve the morals of a d 
by permitting a woman to steal her father's images and 
then cover them with her skirts and add the vine of 


deceit and falsehood to theft? Can a god increase the 


honesty of his people by informing them that they may 
sell the flesh of an animal that has died upon their hands 
to the stranger, but not to their own people? 

Can a god expect to correct the morals of his people 
by such a code as the one Jahveh engraved on a stone 
tablet furnished him by Moses? Where are there any 
commandments on that tablet against harlotry, concu- 
binage, criminal assault, seduction, polygamy » usury, 
human slavery, pillage and slaughter ın war, even of 
women and children? 

Can any god think it unnecessary to as ao 
a bestial and unspeakable crime as Ainon s? Can any 
ee Hut the good morals of his people vill 

^s imagine. - orved by reading such obscene deserip- 

je better conserve” of the chapters of Ezekiel? 

s co ntained i ; e omniscient god would not be 
Ox Los the evil effects destined in future 
low from sue? ES think that this majestic 
‘of the superb system of 
| under the guidance 


ore A 


"191-9 


^ SUPERSTITION 
and direetion of a strongly organized sacerdoc 
permitted a petty god set up in one Of the J, Ve 
and physically dirtiest corners of the carth?s Mall 
so to infect it with the rabies of Superstition ac , 
one hundred thousand innocent human beings 9 Slay 
women and oftentimes, children, at such a co men, 
The world will never know the exaet numbers thara 
slain, often two to three thousand in a single co were 
nity, under most appalling torture. Why did Ne 
* jealous" god, so anxious always to keep all |). 
gods out of his domain, hurl one of his thunderbgy. | 
or even a huge stone, as he had done before, when 3 I 
sisting his people in battle, straight at the head of E | 
witch of Endor, at that famous seance, and get, nim | 
the credit of having killed at least one witch? i | 
_ to think that our fathers brought over to this fair land 
of Freedom and the rights of man this hellish Super- 
stition, and that nineteen innocent beings, men and 
women, met their death as its victims before our fathers’ 
eyes were opened and they realized that their minds 
were under the spell of inherited delusions which for 
the nonce had transformed them into monsters of cru- 
elty! But before the end came to this sudden and 
tempestuous storm of Superstition, freedom’s air was 
polluted by the te of one. execution by 
peine forte et d 
slowly out of 
think of the ı 
hie name, and a sha of the blackest marble ” — 
mark his grave to be an eternal reminder to the (ag 
of our Republic of the abysmal depths to which! x) 
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| up the war upon the gods of Egypt. 

However, as I have shown „the en was largely 
increased by the addition of t t new members. and 
| a great swarms of female angels—a thing always 
mbüorrent to Jahveh. These changes naturally called 
re sacerdocy. for it must always be borne 

that the two always balance each other — god- 
priest-ridden — and the poor, ignorant wretch 
e prayers to mumble and more tax to pay to 
E in a salvable condition. It was, in other 
peame old Superstitions, only clad in prettier 
h altars gaudy enough to satisfy ! bees 
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( rop um Jahveh no lon ger 


ah has not helped the 
ison is less harmful than 
| ody sacrifices have been 
dropt, J enjoys the sweet odors of roast- 
ing meat laid upon his altars, nor does 
up the war upon the gods of Egypt. 

m However, as I have shown, the theocorp was largely 
bs creased by the addition of three new members and 
by great swarms of female angels — a thing always 


orrent to Jahveh. These changes naturally called 


Jehovah keep 


lor an enlarged sacerdocy, for it must always be borne 
god- 
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1d that the two always balance each other 
priest-ridden — and the poor, ignorant wretch 
re prayers to mumble and more tax to pay to 
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off the plates for them. Let all the members of 4 
fe. 


new theocorp watch out, for the modern Pros ethen 
^i 


is unchained, and he “ walketh upon the wings of tb 
wind.” Some day he may get so high as to discon. 
as did the Great Pompey when he drew the veil N: 
that there is nothing, absolutely nothing, there, " 
would have been expecting too much to look for 
abandonment of the old Superstitions by the f 

of the new religion. What's in the blood must out. 
Not a drop of his but tingled with Superstition 
Prophets are virtually compacted of Superstition. 
They must bless with uplifted hand, they must curse 
by book, bell and candle. Jesus of Nazareth had two 
defects that must ever make a prophet dangerous, he 
was sentimental and superstitious; the first saved his 
life long enough to make a career: the latter rendered 


him powerless to lift man up a ten thousandth part | 


of an inch socially and ethically. Save my soul? Save 
my body first. John was brutally honest, and was cut 
short, as honest men always will be while Superstition 
reigns. 

Look at the almost childish trick of the tribute 
money: Go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take 
up the fish that first cometh up and when thou hasi 
opened his moutl 
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himself an abstraction of frigid purity. Tt jg said 
J « SALVE tl 
= "4 » ` ` P. j Y i 
he was once caught praying. If 80, his powde nt 


Fr su 
must have been very low. Pply 
Instinctively an enlightened mind hate 


y + 
| | S Superstition 
He feels as a temperance man doe i 


85 amon gd runke 
roysterers. i 


There was an early movement in New England to 
kill the Superstition of the “ virgin birth >» by the 
propagation of unitarianism and transcendentalism, 

During my school days in Connecticut I have no 
recollection of ever having seen any church steeples or 
crosses; nor do I remember that there was any notice 
taken of Christmas or Easter. We boys had a count- 
ing-out rhyme, one line of which ran thus: 


Harum-scarum, virgin-marum. 


There being little or no sacerdotal influence or sur- 
veillance, hundreds of Romanists coming to this coun- 
try, especially Irishmen, dropt their religion with their 
O’s into the ocean on the way over. 

Superstition sits lightly upon the shoulders of the 
enlightened man, and a single word will bring him to 


his senses. But now all is changed. Superstition, 
feeling itself in danger s fallen back and thrown | 


“freedom of 


scarlet bad ge c »valtv ec ^» viimle of t »7 
. + i | i | | i . ) w 
ferred by a triple-crowned monarch, allegiance t0 " «— 
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to the Republic. ee. the oath of allegiance 
$- name to ther. 

| Nor are they the only Ephesians who i | 

shouting = Great is Diana! Nie Peat are « esperately 

the morning air of infide otestants, scenting 


greatly disturbed, lillong > se ui Pe it, are 
can be “ unfaithful ,5 o ^ sd "in es iow " man 
he denies. They insist u E ES ee 
selon pon: your having some kind 
a me zu ough he be as faint as an idea of an idea. 
It isn’t so much your soul that they want to save as 
itis the confession that you have one to save, if you 
should want to save it. They are like the drinking 
men who make a wry face when they see a man cold 
sober in their midst. 

To sum up then, in spite of our common schools. 
academies and colleges, in spite of our thousands of 
liberal publications, in spite of our libraries of scientific 


| spite of our lectures on the evolution of the 


ca 


EE S S. school books, from which they 
B earth-ball, like the gyroscopes © 
E... ‚the incalculable um eis 
E stopt for the thousand mill! the 
4 E ^ a d fall, yet thore Be 
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fight against this ABe-consecrated ment 

Let me enumerate some of t] ! 

à ie 

ever in mind that there js 

silent disapproval. 


lst. Assume towards 


“ful conduct 
al debauchment. 
| methods, and bear 
a terrible force in cold, calm, 
Superstit; | 
occasions, when not by ee any and all 
À . g you may be 
brought into its presence, the attitude of silent and 
dignified contempt. Enter no church or meetino-house 
where these Superstitions are recited or publicis pro- 
claimed. 
9nd. Attend no publie meeting at least until after 
the invocation of any Jewish, Christian or other god 
is completed, and take no part in any publie ceremony 
where these shadowy beings on their shadowy thrones 
are called upon to * bless," as it is termed, the under- 


taking, which man has conceived and only man can 

‘carry to completion. 
3d. Show yourselves, 

enlightened minds, upon 


O men and women of free and 


all occasions proud of your 
d Christian 


cont mpt for the Superstitions of Jewish an cate 
myth logies, and smile with deepest ERR 
AMA > sus 
| : hs of Ephes 
latter-day silversmith nd’s or neighbo 
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4th. Never outrage Y fr he 
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heritances 0 


by attackıng 
often a matte 
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love of the monstrous and miractlons - but "TY 
yourself be attackt, strike back with al] Your stren 
dwell upon the long ages of mental servitude thas | 
human mind has suffered under the lash of the .. "e 4 
dote; pour out your abhorrence of these filthy hun E 
of man's spiritual degradation and spare the miraci 
mongers not. [ 
Sth. Refuse to touch with hand or lips any ' 
of so-called holy writ, or to lift your hand to the clouds - ‚N 
or to call upon the name of any god. The laws of = 
Republic will protect you in so doing. | 

6th. Ask and strive for the abolition of all oaths and | 
appeals to gods to keep your testimony free from per- Í | 
Jury and to punish you in the world to comie | 
swear falsely. 

Tth. Organize societies for the “ Suppression of S- `“ 
perstition," even though only two or three members MH 
agree to give some thought and labor in the good | 
cause, particularly in organizing kindred societies of | 
hand and orally, wherever a member may find himself — 

or herself in company congenial to the work. 
Sth. Whenever an opportunity offers, 


i 
j 
9 
be 


amendments to the fundamenta 
dents and g over nors f 
. event or events i 
| | the suspe nsion € 
l lature, Co art 01 
ind the use o 


religious procession or parade in honor of any 


€ V" 
"P 
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Foy jemi-god 9r Ng > Res “ny theocorp or } a 
Sth, harch property from taxation, Le excusing 

th. oth. Speak, write and agitate in y hh 
er. against the outrageously constitution, and Private 
"de G overnment in appointing so-called ch T of our 
le gering or holding any oficial intent in 
| individual, delegation, Class, body Cos ki ier ida any 
ll - wise representing any so-called od o or us 
E hibiting any executive officer, National or Meg a 
: being present at, or in Sy! WAY acknowledainc ‘the 
existence of, any function having for its object i. 
| worship of any god, gods or supernatural being except- 


ing the particular system of theo 
individually belong. 


* = * E F3 $ 


logy to which he may 


The ancient and ever-ready objection to the aboli- 
tion of a system of gods, no matter how crassly super- 
stitious or highly productive of hypocrisy it may be, is 
the query: Well, what do you propose to put into its 
place? Man is, so they affirm, naturally religious, or, 
if you will, superstitious; take away his god or gods - 
and he will run riot in crime and wrong-doing. | 

This is a terrible charge to make against Humanıty 
and as false as the existence of hell itself. Al gods 
er E us Hindoo, Babylonıan, Jew- 
re anke, be they Egyptian, 


edan or Mormon, mere 


ish, Grecian, Christian, Mohamm 
Y 


T ME lty, 
es PESE, UT tastic tricks of crue 
for Man to play ^5 Pu on behind. Good 


- extortion, and opp" Make man respect 
do away with the 


th the 
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worship of any god, gods or supernatural beno exeont 
ing the particular system of theology to which he mu 


individually belong. | 
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The ancient and ever-ready objection to the sholi- 
tion of a system of gods, no matter how crassly super- 
stitious or highly productive of hypocrisy it may be, 5 
the query: Well, what do you propose to put into its 
place? Man is, so they affirm, naturally religious, oF, 
if you will, superstitious; take away his god or gods 
and he will run riot in crime and wrong-deing. ye 
| This is a terrible charge to make against Humamty 


itse All gods 
| | sxistence of hell itself. AUS 
and as false as the exi vo. Babylonian, Jew- 


d | : ind 

are alike, be they Egyptian lan or Mormon, mere 
TONES hristian Mohammedan 0% jx 
ish, Grecian, Christian, 22 tie tricks of eruellys 
‘masks for Man to play his fantas » behind Good 
a es a re | and oppression n ` pen 
by, extortion, 5 2008. Make man | a 
ne + and true, need no 8 lo away with 
Melia td B ne fell swoop you id „her with the 
illmseit and at O en and hell. tog 


Des 


q 


INGERSOLL 
OGIK W O O D 


— 


5B SUPERSTITION 


thousand and one usual €attip-Tollowers angel | 
. " l e 5 4 
angels, two-winged or "x-winged Arch 


s devils, demon 


lins, ghosts, % gob 
The fact, further, that man Y of the rarest awe 

N , » , 

fairest (in both senses), kindest heat 


s noblest human ha 7 
n bein y 
ES 
C£or, 


have been unbe- ; " 
‚ gives the lie to this villainous slander N 


But I accept the challenge, and in my next section FE 

set forth a New Cult, of course in merest outline aa 
most brief, as must be such a mere offhand sketch of 
4 great scheme, and I approach the task, be assured. 
modestly and reverently, not with shoes off in kneelir 1 
posture and ash-eovered head, but upright and confident. 
as a man who walks forth after a storm, to lift up the. 
prostrated trees in his neighbor's orchard, to plant new 
ones and to clear away the ruins and rubbish that the 
winds and rain have swept in upon his land; and above 
all, to tear up by the roots, all bushes and vines that 
have been there so long as to lead him to imagine they 


were really a necessary part of the whole. 
% E £ £ “0% 


that have loved their kind and given their lives to su 


help, lift up, ennoble and benefit the race 
lievers, so-called 


| | 


i 
í 
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Be thou tolerant for thine opponent's sake, 
Be thou temperate for thy body's sak 
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.e man out of the worl 
TAKE n vorld and in AS : 
short time t] 
here 


be nothing left but beast and stubble; and all 
; and a 


je gods that have for so many ages inhabited the ; 
| ‚ubstantial mansıons of the ever shifting and v a 
;louds would ride out of existence on his last s 
Nay: the simile is inapt: there would be no such death 
struggle; they would pass out of existence like the 
soap-bubble of rainbow hue burst by the breeze of the 
mischievous boy’s blowing. What would be left of 
them would not be more substantial than the fabric of 
the forgotten dream the morning after. 
But not so with the world itself, for take man out 
of it and its most luscious and fairest-cheeked fruits 
would revert to their poisonous and acrid originals; the 


lovely hundred-petaled rose would shrink to a button; 
would forget its quiet 


| the green and velvety meadow | 

| beauty; the faithful dog; beautiful in eye and limb, 

j| would go back to the rocky kennel of wolt and jackal; 
the lithe-limbed horse, the soft-eyed heifer, the a 

| necked pigeon. the thick-fleeced iu em e psi 
ur the rude type ‘in k to ae size, the suc- 


noble grains would shrin 
pr | on ao etables dwindle to 
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axe man dii of the world and in a short time there 

d be nothing left but beast and stubble: and all 

gods that have for so many ages inhabited the in- 

| apstantial puros of the ever shifting and unstable 

| clouds would ride pu of existence on his last breath. 
Nays the simile is inapt: there would be no such death 
struggle; they would pass out of existence like the 
soap-bubble of rainbow hue burst by the breeze of the 
mischievous boy’s blowing. What would be left of 
them would not be more substantial than the fabric of 
the forgotten dream the morning after. 

But not so with the world itself, for take man out 
of it and its most luscious and fairest-cheeked fruits 
would revert to their poisonous and acrid originals; the 
lovely hundred-petaled rose would shrink to a button; 


the green and velvety meadow would forget its quiet 


F the faithful dog, beautiful in eye ane Ann 
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y Proof , 

"nsurably nl of our existe 
y ove all other forces of ok 
Nature that 


| — to it it may he said of 

bf this “ agosto al roof š Id of them as Hamlet 
ems to be but a * * pestilent io golden fire”: 
vo lds may drop from their ee of vapors.” 
je nearest sun; but my conse M d 2 
t the finding of a pin on a certain day. ul ney 


HUMAN G! 


er for- 


, 

p E is needless here for me to dwell upon the fact that 

i ‚all ages the great thinkers, philosophers and inves- 

» igators apprehended — and that of course without the 

n sli ghtest help or prompting from anything like unions 
š tific s investigation as known to and understood by us — 
" hat there was something immortal inherent in the na- 
g e of man. Their conclusions were but guesses, but 
1e man at times is absolutely eaught up by the Immortal 

T. Iuman and lifted for an instant to a higher potenti- 

m- ality of thought. " 
of aut ye are no longer dependent upon these 
ri s," glorious as they were; We have now > 
à eet as obtained after long; patient a e 


From her very 
has been a steady 


' Nature herself. 
otion, there 
until the Immortal 


im ments in modes of m 


E ll io her forms u 
ession y towards E > edifice of Nature's uprear- 
s the subhm ighly e has 


ence to a sel 
"d freed from all lbs 


ing, self -preserving S, self- 
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rospect and prospect, memory, will, Consciousness, This 

is la fine fleur of Nature’s growing, and its 

love, pity, sym yathy, kindness and th 
I € `. ? 3 

we call justice. 


Per fure is 
at even balance A 
True, this “ eternally persistent ” is but a highly- 
evolved force of Nature, and it Is Wrapt for a time in 
the cerement of lightly solvable and disintegrating mat- | 
ter; but that brief space of time is but its « w 
Jahre," its apprenticeship during which 
strive, take on new beauty, new grace, 
in its ascent to a stil] higher plane of e 
All human love lies but in re 


ander- 
it may, if it 
new aspirations, 
xistence. 


membrance, and if this 
“Soul” can carry that with it when its earthly 


lope bursts and sets it free, then all ts well! 
As an eloquent English writer has put it: So Ion 

as we can be certain that our actions and thoughts in 

this life will help to determine our conditions and our 


relations to those we love, in the next, we can afford 
to smile at death. 


The scientific fact of the eternal persistence of con- 
sciousness is the simple concept that lies at the base of 
the New Cult. It is as free from all Superstition as the 
Pure air of the garden is from the miasmata of the 
swamp. It will not, can not shock the most sensitive 
mind that bristles in anger and disgust at the mere 
mention of schemes of “ salvation 

of gods, angels, etc., and, wh le it is 


enve- 


iP 


. . h ss 1]. 1. == Se ^ ome im- 
poetic in that the Soul 15 not tu: E ons 
measurable corner of sp ce w 7^ 75 plua esi 
lions of departed. souls have conoreo u 


subtle currents caught up by those antenne onl 
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they are attuned in perfect harmony, the Im- 
| Human will be attracted to those he loved on 
arth by whom He is expected and whom he longs to 
3 with, and this thought will buoy him up through 
| jfe and influence him powerfully so to live as not to 


spot or stain the immortal part of him. - 


| 
mars 
* * * ah ES x 


Y „nich 


The sentimental injunction to “ love thy neighbor as 
thyself ” has piled up more hypocrisy in this world than 
can well be measured. Love is not the creature of an 
outside will, nor is it, like beauty, “ its own excuse for 
being.’ It may seem capricious or illogical, but its 
foundations are firm-set if we but knew it. 

Besides, it is a non-circulating medium, and poor 
coin wherewith to pay a debt to a neighbor. It may 
flatter the giver’s vanity and he may think that he has 
parted with something; but it was only a sop to selfish- 
ness. The New Cult’s bed-rock principle is 


x HELP ONE ANOTHER 


Sympathy for, and interest in, are the very parents 
of affection for a fellow being. It is waste of time and 
money to preach a gospel to those who are already 
persuaded. This is the “very ecstasy " of selfishness, 
the apotheosis of self. Jesus laid down the principle 
Ty it is “lawful for any one to do what he will with 
cw p? This most vicious principle has put the world 
here it is to-c Ay. 

this the New Cult says: No, a thousand times 
Sie Gannot draw a breath without robbing some 


» CAT 
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air; we can not gnaw a crust without making 
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hone one 0 hungry, The suhrmerged (quarter, Or th; 

will siny under until tbe world comes to its senses, ird, 
The New Cult abhors idleness: no me must eat hi 
morsel unless he earns it, No man must cover his ig 
with another's cloak, but any man needing a cloak 
have it upon executing a promise in writing that he 
will pay for it when he earns a wage. 

In the New Cult, there will be no ravens to feed a 
one, Help one another means: You help me and I will W 
help you, and if you are too old or too infirm to help i 
we will help you anyway. Now that you will not be | 
called upon to eat less to please a god, you may do so 
in order to have some to spare fora needy neighbor. | 

The sacerdote exaggerates human SOTTOW as the | 
quack does the inflammation, that he may seem to effect 1 
a greater cure. | 

The man who doesn’t respect himself regards his soul 
as a burden to carry without receiving any wage for | 
his labor. Feeding the soul on Superstition is like hir- | 
ing a child to be good by gifts of sweets, The only 

excuse for thinking of oneself is to think how you may 
make yourself more useful to your fellow creatur: 2 
Helping one anot ier begets interest, interest sy mpathy, 
sympathy love. __ 
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once been a god and now some sort of a “ fallen 
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w worked incaleulable harm to 4h 6s 
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„pated, root and brane š 
g tirpateco ranch, 


and that 
I | AL a 
- as, with the gods and bsec. d 

m ?COTps inhabi 


have been gepposed to exist in past Ages | 
kept alive 1n certam modified forms by en 
vere and are the creations of his imag; 
the present system os gods is the most harmful that the 
orld has prex seen, in that man's reason and inte | 
have in their unfolding outrun the powe 
dote to keep up the deception, and the consequence is 
that in tens of thousands of cases man, for policy’s sake 
or from a morbid disposition to suffer ancient wrongs 
inherited from his forebéars rather than struggle for 
their abolition, continues to bow down before gods he 
does not believe in and to listen to the recital of fables 
from ancient mythologies which in his heart he despises. 

The New Cult has no gods, no heavens, no hells, no 


and should be 
I celestia] re- 
ting them that 


are now 
the sacerdotes, 
Agination, and that 


lligence 
r of the sacer- 


purgatories, no angels double-win ged or sextuple- 
winged, no churches, no altars, no priests ın oro 
ered copes, no ministers in gowns, no — ae 
coats, no bible, no prayer-book, no dogmas. appeals 


to man’s reason and not to his Superstition, to his 
OWN d not to respect for shadowy gods on shadow y 
respect ane EP e thine own priest, and the 
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hine only god. 
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NUMAN py HOUSE, 


Brielly statod the House will be divided 
Upper and lower parts, 


Of Light, With the 
Self behind, 


Humanity House wil] be: Dedicated to the Elevation 
and Mnnoblement of the Immortal Human. 

Hall of Light will be primarily reserved for the 
Weekly Services of Admonition and for the more serious 
gatherings of the society : but the seats will be movable, 
«o that it may at any time be used for social and intel- 
lectual entertainments by the Companions of the Circle. 

The lower part of the House will be divided into 
Peoples? Parlor, Circle Store-room, Baths, Offices, s 

Peoples’ Parlor will serve as Reading Room, Clu 
loom, and Supper Room. — 
furnitu x 
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ions b 
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to reach the Soul through its mortal ee 
worse than folly to attempt to lift up eee Eois 

| | - à hum 
morally ey while he is ill fed, 
housed, pera y intemperance, wasted by disease 
or discouraged and embittered by some real or NR 1 
wrong suffered at the hands of his fellow men. 

The first thing to do is to convince him that you are 
interested in his welfare. The purpose of the New 
Cult is to apply the energy and money for so many 
ages wasted in the adoration of the shadowy gods on 
their shadowy thrones to the mental, physical and spir- 
itual betterment of Humanity. 

Each Circle stands by itself and gives its entire serv- 
ice to its own community. This is the only way to 
achieve any real and substantial success in any depart- 
ment of human endeavor. — 

The visionary scheme of C A IN 
hole world has hammered its love out so thin as to 
‘the jibe and sneer of every thinking pe b. 
me je at de: | ` "ult ar : 

tn principles of the New C 


solute equality of the sexes 


ure 
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supporting. 


an being 


ill clad, ill 
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hristianity to convert the 


“o with adults. 
3. Plain life to be encouraged — 
s obligatory: 


4. Physical cleanlines 
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D. Vegetarianism advocated, 

6. Public Schools honored by a Laure] Day. 

T. Patriotism: a lofty Virtue in the Cult. 

8. Children's Chorus at weekly service, 
for Children, 

9. One great object: To bring the well-to-do and 


the poor together so that they may learn to help one 
another, 


N 


Special Fests 


10. Lifting up, purifying and ennobling the Immor- 
tal Soul of Humanity. 

11. Lavations: or making clean the body to engen- 
der self-respect, for it is a principle of the New Cult 
that the first step to moral cleanliness is bodily eleanli- 
ness. 

12. The word used by one member in addressing an- 
other is “ Companion,” male or female. The New Cult 
regards us as “ Companions” on the same Journey, 
some with fuller knapsacks than the others, but those 
with the leaner knapsacks having yy possibly fuller 
hearts and stronger muscles. Companions are we any- 


way. 
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] rospect and Retrospect. 


Mid-Year, June 30. 
Fest of the Butterflies (for 


Mid-Summer, Souls’ Day. 
the Children ). | 
E. 30. Solemn Contemplation of the Higher Life 

ovember. Report Day of Humanity House in all its 


departments. 
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So that his priests may turn t is 
e deep abhorrence hold th hem back for pay. 


€ hand inci: 
To lay a gyve upon the human eia 


Qur Country's soil's too pure, 
For sandaled monk or tonsured y sum " sk read, 
Pay thou no heed to Vision tread. 


uj „Sign or dr 
; ae asa Superstition’s deadly en 
| Offend = S= "es thoughts, but hold aloof ga 


ere human knees are flexed “neath il 

Self's apotheosis! whose clam’roys en xe 
Vibrates and dies upon the liquid air. ` 

So fare thee well! and in thy pleasures’ quest 
Mar not the Immortal Human in thy breast. 
Thus shalt thou bring me, in the Higher Life 
"The soul I gave, unstained by mortal strife. 
Now, to thy Mother who doth wait above 

To set sweet scal upon this page of love! 


= 


SELF - ADMONITION; On, 
Tug Humanist’s REPLY to THE Tureats or DEATH 


What's death to me, Child of th’ Immortal Light, 
ET. bright, glorious day there comes no night? | 
[he gathered strength of ages quickening me 
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| Immortal Human, Renson's source and stream 


Doth | 
turn to Vapor Superstition's dream. 
* * * * Mr x » 


T let not sacred oil nor sacrament 

N peaceful couch in haste be sent, 

Ar ee priest, nor whining parson's prayer 
| ged creatures from the empty air, 

Nor Superstition summoning her god 

To mar my joyful shedding of the clod. 

Not e’en an obolus for Charon’s toll! 

My other and immortal self, my soul, 

Smile thou at death, him of the joyless mien, 

And go thy way, set free, sustained, serene. 

My loved ones watched wherever I did roam, 

Mine be the wanderer’s joy at coming home. 


THERE IS A KINGDOM WHOSE NAME IS LOVE 


i I 


There is a Kingdom and its name is Love 
In a land that's ever near, 
And a soul dwells there of a maiden fair 
Whom I hold most passing dear. 
"oo LE ms I ' 
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THOUGHTS. LOOKS. DEEDS 


Note: The very Life and Light of the New Cult is: 
Help One another, 


Kind thoughts are good, they lift thine own soul up, 
But pour no milk within the poor man’s cup; 

Kind looks are better, be of love no lack, 

But put no coals within the beggar’s sack; 

Kind deeds are best of all, the soul’s delight! 


AIL th’ others may do well, but these do right. 


O, EVERGREEN! DEAR EVERGREEN! 
Air” O, Tannenbaum ” (Old German Song) 
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em in their earliest flight. 
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MOTHER 

Sleep, child of light, I'm ever near; 
O, be not anxious, have no fear; 

Lll guide thy little feet aright 

That thou mayst set no stain or blight 
From mortal pleasures: strong allure 
Upon thy soul now sweet and pure. 


Good night, good night. 
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